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Dear Sir,  
 
Consultation response to ‘Making Connections Consultation’ on behalf of Cambridge Biomedical Campus   
 
I write on behalf of the Cambridge Biomedical Campus to first and foremost express our support for the 
proposals associated with the Greater Cambridge Partnerships scheme to improve the public transport 
network and to free up road space for better walking, cycling and improving air quality. Improvements in air 
quality will reduce the impacts on health and associated deaths. 
 
CBC is pleased that the City Access scheme has reached this stage of consultation, recognising the ambitious 
programme put forward.  
 
About the Cambridge Biomedical Campus  
 
The Cambridge Biomedical Campus (CBC) is located at the heart of the UK’s and Europe’s leading life sciences 
cluster, located in the city of Cambridge. The CBC is a vibrant, international healthcare community and a 
global leader in medical science, research, education and patient care.  
 
The site has grown considerably in recent years and the organisations on the site reflect the strength of 
healthcare and life sciences in Cambridge: 
 

• Healthcare and the NHS: Cambridge University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, Royal Papworth 
Hospital NHS Foundation Trust and Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation Trust 

• Education: The Deakin Centre and Cambridge Academy for Science and Technology 
• University & Research Institutes: University of Cambridge School of Clinical Medicine – housed in 

multiple buildings across the CBC and comprising twelve Academic Departments, four Research 
Institutes and five Medical Research Council (MRC) units, The Medical Research Council Laboratory 
of Molecular Biology (MRC LMB), Cancer Research UK Cambridge Institute, Heart and Lung Research 
Institute and Addenbrooke’s Centre for Clinical Investigation 

• Industry & Expansion: AstraZeneca Strategic R&D Centre, GlaxoSmithKline’s (GSK) Experimental 
Medicine and Clinical Pharmacology Unit, Abcam PLC Headquarters and ideaSpace – a co-working 
community of start-ups 

 
As the largest employment site in Cambridge – the CBC is focused on ensuring patients benefit from the 
campus’ world-leading research. The international nature of the collaborations cut across traditional 
boundaries to allow us to work together on care, research and training. Our success is based on everyone’s 



willingness to unite to exert a powerful global influence as the campus attracts world class companies, 
investment and talent to Cambridge with the aim of improving healthcare and knowledge. 
 
Why this consultation is important to the Cambridge Biomedical Campus  
 
With world-leading academic and industry scientists on the same site as the teaching hospitals of the 
University of Cambridge, the campus is the optimum environment for the rapid and effective translation of 
research into routine clinical practice.  
 
With the cost of healthcare set to increase as the demand from an aging population soars, we are set to 
develop the treatments of the future also creating the next generation of UK life sciences companies. We 
have the foundations in place to generate the ideas, products and revenue to deliver the future success of 
the UK’s flourishing life sciences industry.  
 
The campus will therefore continue to grow, creating jobs and bringing investment to Cambridge but we do 
this in collaboration with the city and its residents. Our achievements and success reflect the endeavour, 
persistence and brilliance of the people who live and work here.  
 
As of today, there are 21,000 researchers, industry and clinicians all working on the site. In 2021, it was 
estimated there would be 26,000 people working on the Campus (prior to Covid-19) and up to 30,000 beyond 
2031. Investment in the Campus over the past three years totals more than £750m. The CBC is the biggest 
employment site in Cambridge, with further space to grow.  
 
Sustainable access to CBC is a key factor alongside affordable housing to ensure the Campus can attract and 
retain the best staff. With the further predicted growth in and around Cambridge as well as the predicted 
growth on the Campus itself, improved public transport, walking and cycling proposed will become even 
more pressing. The proposal we understand is a key enabler to improving connectivity and is vitally important 
for the campus as the cost of living continues to increase, and as we attract staff from further afield. In 
addition, as we continue to grow, the pressures on car parking will continue to increase because of both staff 
numbers and patient numbers. More sustainable transport have many benefits including health benefits and 
carbon reduction. 
 
CBC is pleased that the City Access scheme has reached this stage of consultation and recognises the 
ambitious programme put forward the need to raise revenue to deliver the ambitious public transport 
schemes, and make a step-change in environmental sustainability, ill-health effects associated with air 
pollution and the need for effective transport mechanisms to support staff, patients and visitors attending 
the Campus. 
 
 
The proposal:  
 
CBC partners have reviewed the consultation documentation that has been issued recognises the ambitious 
programme of works the scheme puts forward. We strongly support the proposals to enhance public 
transport and recognise the need to raise revenue to support the implementation of these measures.  

It is noted however that all of the options put forward have significant financial consequences, which could 
impact the organisations, their staff, patients and visitors who need to access the campus. 

At present we see no indication as to if CBC is likely to be in or out of a charging zone and this clarity is 
sought urgently in order that we can fully understand and assess the financial impact this may have.  Our 
initial view, subject to receiving clarification, would be for a higher charge across a smaller area of the city 
and potentially a two-tiered approach such as in London.  

The charging proposals also discuss the option of a workplace parking levy which is not supported.  



In regards to this option, further clarity is sought as to whom this would apply and whether NHS Trusts and 
other public sector funded organisations on Campus would be exempt, such as the Nottingham model. 
Many organisations on CBC manage their staff car parking through eligibility criteria due to the capacity 
pressures experienced.  

Should a workplace parking levy be imposed, the likely cost to the organisations based on the CBC would 
not be insignificant and as such we would each need to have further discussions within our own 
organisations as to whether this absorbed by the organisation or passed onto our staff which would have a 
significant impact on our abilities to recruit and retain staff. 

Summary  
 
Whilst the CBC welcomes the positive intentions of this consultation and believes the public transport, 
walking and cycling improvements put forward will support connectivity both within the city and beyond as 
we attract staff from further afield.  
 
Clarity is sought from the GCP in order that we can fully understand and assess the financial impact a 
congestion charge may have on our staff, our patients and our visitors.  Our initial view, subject to receiving 
clarification, would be for a higher charge across a smaller area of the city and potentially a two-tiered 
approach.  

A workplace-parking levy is not supported. The associated cost to the organisations would not be insignificant 
and may divert funds from patient care and important medical research  or be required to be passed on to 
staff, which would have a significant impact on our abilities to recruit and retain staff. 
 
It is thus noted that all of the options put forward have financial consequences and until the clarity 
requested is obtained, it is too early for the CBC to comment. 

Yours faithfully  
 
 
 
Carin Charlton  
Director of Capital Estates and Facilities Management – On Behalf of Cambridge Biomedical Campus 
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